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Sexual Deviance and 
Society
A sociological examination

Meredith G. F. Worthen

Sexual Deviance and Society utilizes and integrative 
approach and brings together the fields of 
criminology, deviance and gender as a framework 
for discussing sex, sexuality and sex crime, covering 
core theoretical positions on social and sexual 
deviance and types of sexually deviant acts and sex 
crimes. It is a key resource for scholars interested in 
crime and deviance, gender and sexuality, and the 
sociology of deviance.

From the Reviewers:

"Drawing from both sociological and criminological 
perspectives, Sexual Deviance and Society offers a 
thoughtful, nuanced, and comprehensive examination 
of sexual deviance. Worthen’s analysis is both 
theoretically grounded and empirically supported, and 
provides readers with a thorough understanding of the 
complex and ever-evolving societal attitudes toward 
human sexual behavior."

—Amanda Burgess-Proctor, Associate Professor of Criminal 
Justice, Oakland University

"Meredith Worthen's Sexual Deviance and Society is the 
sort of book I've been looking forward to for some time. 
The author has intelligently organized the relevant 
topics, and she and her colleagues have discussed and 
analyzed them with great insight and imagination. 
Every sociologist of deviance should consider adopting 
this volume and every one of our students will be 
enlightened by reading it. I loved it and so will they." 

—Erich Goode, Sociology Professor Emeritus, Stony Brook 
University

•Unit IV, Sex Crimes and Criminals, examines rape 
and sexual assault, sex crimes against children, and 
societal responses to sex offenders and their 
treatment within the criminal justice system.

Utilizing an integrative approach that creates a 
dialogue between the subjects of gender, 
criminology and deviance, this book is a key 
resource for students interested in crime and 
deviance, gender and sexuality, and the sociology 
of deviance. 
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